PRINCESSNAPPEP,

-SHE/HER
-S.E.E. KNOWINS&
-PEAF PERSON

ALL of THIs zINE Is FRom MY PERSoNAL
EXPERIENCES, AND I'm
THE oNLY AUTHoR AND WRITER AND ARTIST,

AND I'Mm NoT AN EXPERT AT STUFF AT ALL,
BUT

THIs sHoulLp sTILL BE AN FAIRLY
400D DEBRIEFING SORT of!

*WARNIN4: T TALK A LoT ABoyT
MY SELF AND My EXPERIENCES.



Y ou MILHT ALREADY BE WONDERING,
"WHAT's SEE?"
WHY ISIT LISTED AS "YOU'RE KNoWINS"?

WHy NoT ASL? oR JUST sI&N LANGUALE?

SEE

SiON E XA+ £ rolis)

A S. /L

ﬁl"V@R}(,A/\/ éﬂh éxﬁktj(.

A.S.L. ANp S.E.E. ARE Two DIFFERENT SI&N
LANGUALES, BoTH TAULHT HERE IN THE U.S.A-
AND BoTH HAVE PRos AND cons.

A.S.L. HAs LEss sl&Ns THAN S.E.E. DOES,

BUT 1T oRpERS THINGS DIFFERENTLY THAN
ENLLISH pogs AND ALso LAcKS soMmg wWoRps (To, ETc)
so IT cAN MAKE THINGS MmoRE DIFFICULT
FoR PEAF/HoH Kips To LEARN How
To READ.

S.E.E. HAS MoRE SI4ANS so IT's MmoRE
PIFFICULT FoR oLpgER PEOPLE To LEARN,
AND IT cAN SoMmETIMES FEEL LIKE IT's

NoT UNIQUE As A LANLUALE
BECAUSE IT's BASICALLY "EN&LISH" BUT SIANED.



SI4&N LANSUASE: A PRIMER

THIs Is IMPoRTANT, BEcAUsg I KNow SEE ANp NoT ASL.

I HAVE A HARDER TIME UNPERSTANDING ASL As sYcH;
I useg somgTHING cALLED "PID&IN" WHEN TALKING To
PEoPLE wWHo KNow ASL;

BUT THE FACT Is THAT PEOPLE MoSTLY LARLELY KNow
SL-

AND UNFORTUNATELY,
IT's ALso PRETTY IRRITATING IN A
LoT of oTHER WAYs. I'vVE TALKED ABouT
THEM A ToN oN My TWITTER AND IN
STREAMS I HosT, BUT I'M 4oINg To comPILE
THEM HERE As WELL.



NN

FIRST ofF, THERE'S A SUPER Bl& Focus oN ASL;
I'm SURE IF YoU'VE EVER HAD
INTEREST IN SIAN LANSYALE cLASSEs AT ALL
THAT ASL WAs THE oNLy oNg AVAIABLE.

A LARGE AMOUNT of PEoPLE I TALK To
oR HAVE TALKED To
HAVE THIs IMPRESSIoN THAT IT's THE oNLY
sl&N LANGYALE IN THE USA, WHICH UH...
SHoULp TELL Yoy A LoT ABoUT THAT.

So, PEoPLE wWHo KNow SEE ARE ALREADY KIND of
AT AN DPISADVANT A4E, BECAUSE EVERY THING-
AND I po MEAN EVERY THING-

IS ASL-FocUSED, so THERE'S:

-No INTERPRETERS:
~ANY SI&N LANGYALE SPOKEN IN ANy THING Is ASL:;
~ASL Is THE oNLY sI&N TAUSLHT ANYWHERE;
-No Bopy kKNows ABoUT IT AND of TEN PUsH ASL
-PEOPLE WHo KNow SEE AREN'T 4oINg To KNow ASL

so INTERPRETERS ANp wH:ATNoT AREN'T 4oOING To
woRK BEcAUsg THeY'RE ALL ASL
-THERE'S No INTEREST IN SEE



UNFORTUNATELY, THAT'S NoT WHERE THE PROBLEMS
END. EVEN WITHIN THE PEAF CommunNITy*,

THERE'S NoT mUcH SEE, AND of TENTIMES
THE RESPoNSE WHEN I BEMmoAN LAcK of SEE
INTERPRETERS
IS "JUST LEARN ASL'', BUT IT's NoT THAT EASsY.

THAT BESIDE, My MmoTHER MADE THE PELIBERATE
cHolcg To TEAcH mg SEE,
BECAUSE SHE WANTED Mg To BE ABLE To READ
EASILY, BECAUSE THAT WAS IMPoRTANT To
HER- AND I'M NoT 4oINs To SAY SHE'S WRON4.

BUuT ALL of THIs ALso PLAYS PRETTY SEVERELY
INTo MY IMPOSTER SYNDROME.

I ALREADPY FEEL LIKE A "FAKE" DEAF PERSON,

(IRoNIc, &4IVEN I'm moRE PEAF THAN mosT
PEAF PEoPLE I KNow! FUN FAcTs!)

AND NoT kKNowINst ASL oR HAVING
To AsKk THEM To sLow pownN, oR AsK FoR
AN TRANSLATIoN, MAKEs THAT FLARE UP BADLY.

WoRsST YET Is THAT I'VE EXPERIENCED AN
PEARTH of THE PEAF COMMUNITY NoT
WANTING To TRANSLATE THEIR owN ASL
FoR THE PEoPLE WHo poN'T KNow ASL,

AND YET THEy TRy AnNp sAy THEY'RE
TRYING To BE INCLUSIVE.

I7T wAsSN'T.

TRANSLATE
My ASL.




l HAHA SEE Is PoINTLESs, ASL ALREADY Exls‘l‘s!I

RN i

[ wHY poN'T you JUusT LEARN ASL?I

[SEE WAS MAPE UP By somg HEARIE!* I

i iy asfinst otied

SRS

IHEARIES wHo RAISg PEAF KIps ARE BAD PARENTS!'

*TT WASN'T. IT WAs INVENTED BY A PEAF PERson.

ALL of THESE ABovE ARE TRULY, ANp
FREQUENTLY EVEN, SAIp BY A LoT of
THE PEAF/HoH communITY*,

AND IT HoNESTLY BREAKS My HEART To KNow THAT
JUST FoR KNowlINg SEE,
AND MY MOTHER'S PELIBERATE cHolcg To TRY
AND 4IVE ME A BET TER cHANcE AT
READING AND WHATNoT,
I - ANDp SHE - ARE LUMPED IN As USELESS,
oR STYPIp, oR BAp PARENTS, oR WHATNoT.

I7's AN ATTITUPE I RATHER DISLIKE FRom
THE PEAF communNITy*, THAT By NATURE THAT
HEARING PARENT S ALL sUcK.



BEIN4 RAISEP BY
A HEARTIE PARENT

WHEN U WERE A BABY THE LOVERNMENT L
WANTEP US To SENP U off

4 WHAT REALLY?

j YA | DUNN wHy.
\ / BUT WE PIPNT WANT To,
/ WE LoVED you.

I wAs, FRANKLY, oNE of THE "LUcky"
PEAF KIps.

THE ABoVE coNVERSATION Is
oNf THAT I AcTUALLY, LEGITIMATELY,
HAD WITH my (LATE) FATHER

WHEN I wAs ABoUuT TEN.



BUT A HULE AMoUNT of HEARIE PARENT s
PON'T REALLY cARE ABoUT THEIR KIps so mycH-
A LoT STILL po! AND A LoT TRY THEIR BEST!-

BUT THERE'S PEFINITELY KIND of A REASON
THE PEAF CommunITy* DIsLIKES HEARING PEoPLE
BY PEFAULT.

THE THING Is, A LoT of PEAF KIps 4T A LoT
of THE TREATMENT IN THE FoLLoWING LIST,
NoT ALL of IT, oR EVEN moST of IT,
BUT SEVERAL ITEMS oN THE LIST AT LEAST.

*FoRcEP To LEARN How To sSPEAK oRALLY;
*FoRcEP To LEARN How To READ LIPS;
*FoRcEPD NoT To LEARN SIAN LANLUALE:
*T LNORED BY THEIR PARENTS;

*NoT INCLUPED IN ANYTHING THAT 4OES oN
(FAMILY oN4oOINGS, ET¢);

*CENT off To AN scHool so THEY poN'T
HAVE To BE PEALT WwITH
*SEVERELY BULLIED:

*THoULHT of As, oR cALLED, STUPIp;
*FoRcING THE cocHLEAR IMPLANT oN THEIR
KIDS WITHoUT coNSENT (No MATTER THE A&E)

HowgvER, THAT sAlp, I THINK THe PEAF
ComMUNITY NEEDS To BE MUCH MmoRE oPEN AND
WILLING To woRK WITH
HEARING PARENT s.



*WHy po YoU KEEP BRIN4ING UP PEAF/HoH commUnITYy?

WHEN I WAS YoUNLER (ABoUT 12, BEFoRE My FATHER
PIED),

BoTH My PARENTS cAME To4ETHER To TALK wiTH
ME BECAUSE THEY WERE AsKINgG ME IF T WANTED
THE cocHLEAR IMPLANT.

I SAIp No, AND THEY UNPERST oop.

To THIs PATE (ovER A DECADPE LATER) THEY HAVE
NEVER, EVER, BoULHT IT UP ALAIN oR ASKED A4AIN.

BUT IN THIS SAME coNVERSATIoN, THEY ALso
TALKED ABoUT How THEY HAD TRIEp To
REACH oUT AND 4ET somg Apvicg, Anp HELP,
WITH RAISING Mg As A PEAF cHILD.

AND THEY SAID THEIR EXPERIENCE WITH THE DEAF
ComMUNITY HAD BEEN PRET Ty BAD, PRET TY INSULAR;
THAT THEY KIND of 60T THE VIBE THAT
"DEAF PEOPLE SEEM To HATE HEARING PEOPLE
JUST FoR HEARING, ANp THINK THEY'RE BAD, ESPECIALLY
HEARING PARENT S."

AND, HoNESTLY, UNTIL LATE LAST YEAR - 2018 -
I pIpN'T KNow IF THAT WAS TRYE, BUT Now?

IT HoNgsTLY PAINS Mg To SAy, BUT I Sgg WHAT my
PARENTS MEANT.

THE coMmMUNITY NEEDS A LoT of woRK.



Q&A SECTION

BUT LIFE Is HARD FoR PEAEF/HoH
PEOPLE, RILHT?
WOULPN'T FIXING |IT

_—> MAKE IT EASIER?

KX('FIXING" IT HERE MEANINS
FIXINg IT so THEY cAN HEAR)

LIFE ISN'T HARD BECAUSE oF BEING DEAF; V"\H

THAT's AN MmIsT AKEN IMPRESSIoN K& ™
1T"'s HARD BECAUSE ofF LAcK of AccommpATlons oy
FRom oTHER PEoPLE (MoSTLy HEARING) Nk sy

MosT PEoPLE, WHEN ENCOUNTERED WITH
PEAF/HoH (oR oTHER PISABLITIES)
WoNpER WHY THEY HAVE To

AccommpATE THAT PERSson, |
RATHER THAN THAT PERSONJ \(/

"FIXING THEMSELF"

-

LIFE Is HARD As A DEAF INDIVIDUAL, BUT NoT BECAUSE of
XBEING PEAF*.

I7's HARD BECAUSE of oTHER PEOPLE NoT
AccommopATING US ENoULH, oR THINKING, somgHow,
THAT "WE" sHouLp AccommopATE THEM INSTEAD
(oF TEN BY JUST NoT BEING INCLUDED).



AccommopATED, RATHER THAN
"AccommpATING THE PEAF";

d wHy's THAT?

MosT PEAF/HoH KIps wHo AREF RAISED v\

To SPEAK oRAL oR LIP READ, “

ARE TAULHT To po so FoR

CONVINENCE FoR THE PARENT S ? <~ %/
=

You HAVE A BIT of AN Focus oN
"HEARING PEOPLE WANTING To BE

so THEY poN'T HAVE To LEARN
How To sI4N; BECAUSE
“IT'S HARD" oR ANNoYyINA

THAT'S JUST oNf EXAMPLE
ANOoTHER EXAMPLE Is SUBTITLES)
o )

°) Po PeoPLE REALLY HAVE
ISSUES WITH SUBTITLES?
>

I LIKE THEm!




YEAH; SUBTITLES oF TEN 4ET CALLED V’—\n

Y oUTUBE's AUTo SUBTITLES.

"PUMB" AND HoNEST LY, A Blé “
PET PEEVE oF MINE IS RATHER INFAMous:
o

PEoPLE RIP oN How BAD IT Is,
AND USE IT To MAKE JoKEs AND Syc

RATHER THAN woRKING To IMPRoVE IT o
oR PoINTING IT oyT As k\(/
"Wow THIS Is NoT HELPFuUL"

—

P
? okAy, WHAT ABoUT THEATERS?
° /) THEY'RE REQUIRED By LAW To po STUYFF
LIKE THAT, RI&HT?
e
SURE, BUT THEY'RE ACTUALLY RATHER N

BAP AT KEEPING IT UP. “ %
“THE CAPTIVIEW MACHINE (WHAT 2
WE DEAFIES TEND To SEE IN N\ > /<</
RESPONSE To Us comPLAININAG . :

ABoUT THEATERS AS AN DEFENSE)
Is PRET Ty BAD, As AN EXAMPLE;

AND THE SERVICE'S PRET TY HoRRlD) \M/B

ABouT PEAF/HoH
o




? CAN yoU TELL MmE MmoRE ABoyT
/) THIS cAPTIVIEW, THEN?
— How's IT NoT As

HELPFUL As PEoPLE ARE

Q THINKING?
Ho

*CAPTIVIEW:

-HARD To LET SET UP;

~-OFTEN UPKEPT BADLY:; “ }
-HooKED UP To WRoNg moVvIE %

IF IT AcTUALLY woRKs; S W

~VERY UNWIELDY;
-WoRRY ABoUT IT oBSTRUCTINSG
HEARIES' VIEWS
-HAVE To 4ET IT PosITIoNED oNE

wAY oR you cAN'T READ IT AT ALL
-PLULS INTo cUP HoLpgR

- ’__-—-———’-—_-—_—

o
C
Q / WHAT'S somETHING IN THEATRES
THAT woRKs FoR You,
—

RATHER THAN
CAPTIVIEWS?




THERE'S Two THINGS I'm
RATHER Fonp of THAT wAy!

THE FIRST Is A KIND of STRIP of
PLASTIc oN A PolLE KINDA LIKE
A FLAG; I T REFLECTS

//<~§/
AN
SUBTITLES FRoMm THE PRoJECToR \ ﬁ f
IN THE BAcK of THE THEATER Roo
THE SECOND IS JUST suBTITLEs) —_k ‘\@

oN TH moVvIEs THEMSELVEST*®

*T-HERE-ARE"THEATERS-THAT po THISTBUT~T.HEY'RE vE_gy/
SPEcIflc sHow TIMmES RATHER THAN 24/7 LIKE HEARIES 4ET.

AccessSBILITY FoR PEAF/HoH PEOPLE Is DIFFICULT
EVEN IN AN THEATER SETTING; LIKE T MENTIONED
ABoVvE, THE THEATERS THAT po SUBTITLES
ARE oNLY AT SPecIflc oPEN TIMES
RATHER THAN 24/7 FoR EVERY DEAF PERSON.

WHAT pogs THIS MmEAN?

IT mEANS THAT, IF T WANT To cATcH A
MmoVIE WITH SUBTITLES,

I HAVE To HoPE IT's AT A TIME L cAN mAKE IT,
BECAUSE THEY HAVE VERY SPEcIFlc TIMES AND
oNLY RARELY, WHEREAS of TEN FoR HEARIES,
THEIR movIEs ARE PLAYING 24/7 BAcCK To BAcK
WITHoUT SUBTITLES

IT's NoT VERY FAIR To FoRcg PEAF/HoH
PEoPLE To HAVE To HAVE A UNWIELDY
CoNTRAPTIoN (CAPTIVIEW)
oR To HAVE To 4o IN AT AN
VERY SPEcIFlc TIME THAT LIKELY WoN'T EVEN
LINE UP, JUST To ENJoy AN movViIE.



WHY SHouLpnN'T ALL PEAF/HoH 4ET
THE cocHLEAR IMPLANT oR
WHATEVER IT Is cALLED?

WOULDN'T IT MAKE LIFE EASIER?

wHy SHoULPN'T ALL HEARING PEOPLE Nl

BECoME DEAF? K& }
~-THE ANSWER Is TRIcKY; Lf
IT's MoSTLY AN ISSUF OF CONSENT AND N\ > 27

PRESSURING, As WELL AS EXTREME
ABLEISM

(PEAF/HoH AND oTHER PISABL

ED
PEoPLE AREN'T IN NEED of J K(/

FIXING)
—

*THIs IDEA oF "FIXING THINGS" IS VERY HARMFUL.
WE'RE NoT BROKEN. WE AREN'T miIssING THINGS EITHER.

WE NEVER *HAP* THAT THING IN THE FIRST PLACE,
so PLEASE JUST poN'T cALL IT
"BUT YOoU'RE MmIssINgG THIs".



—

? Is IT okAy To TELL my PeAF/HoH
J FRIENDS WHEN LT SEE/WAT CH THINGS
THAT HAvE AN PEAF/HoH
>

cCHARACTER IN THEM

(EVEN IF THEY'RE NoT AcTUALLY
AN PEAF/HoH PERSON AcTING THEM)?

ABsoLUTELY! AT LEAST, I, PERSoNALLY, N

LovE IT T MmAKES Y'ALL THINK of mg!
THE ISSUE JUST ARISES WHEN L)
IT LEADPS UP INTo oTHER QUESTIONS, .
LIKE "oH No Is DEAF LIFE REALLY THAT HARp" N\ > /<</

oR "oH Nooo I'M so SoRRY," \\ ‘) §

—— -
STUFF LIKE THAT.

*I1T's ALso BAP THEy'RE NoT AcTYALLY Q:\ [ _

HoH/PEAF PLAYING AN HoH/DEAF PERSON, K (/

BUT EHHH I'm NoT 4ET TING INTo THAT. L&




-kpo

-AsSK IF THEY woUlLpd LIKE SoUND DESCRIBED FoR SoMETHING
THEY'RE WAT cHING AT PRESENT; RESPECT IF No

~AsSK FIRST BEFoRE TRYING To HELP:

-FIND SUBTITLE AND TRANSCRIPT PRoJECTS (SUcH As
THESE FoR PopcAsTS) AND HELP WITH THEMm;

-LISTEN To PEAF/HoH PEoPLE WHEN THEY TALK of
PROBLEMS

*DON'T
~AsKk WHY THEY poN'T WANT To HEAR;
-TELL THEM THEY'RE MISSING oUT;

-SAY SUBTITLES ARE PUMB BECAUSE THEY "INCONVIENCE" YoUu;

-Ask ABouT THAT "HEAD volcg"*

*THE HEAD volcg Is WHAT yoy HEAR WHEN READING;
A LoT of PEAF/HoH PEoPLE 4ET AsKep WHAT THEY "HEAR" WHEN THEY READ
(SOME PON'T MIND THIS BEINA ASKED)



COMMON THIN4S WE 4ET ASKEP A LOT:
(PLEASE PoN'T sAy THESE oR Ask THEM)
(IT's TIRING)

"WHy DoN'T Yoy WANT To HEAR?"
"Dogs THAT [BULLYING oR sucHI REALLY HAPPEN?"
"Aww, so sAp..."

"I'm so soRRy yoU'RE DEAF!M

"Wow, ARE yoy REALLY PEAF?"
"WHAT cAN you HEAR?"

"Po you Usg HEARING Alps?*

"CAN yoUy READ LIPs?"

AND LIKE, A ToN moRE



FoRcINg UNFAIR
STANDARDS

THIS IS KIND of A comPLICATED SUBJECT, Anp A
LITTLE
MoRE PERSoONAL FoR mg THAN ALL of THAT
ABoVvE WAS (IMALINED).

A LoT of PEAF/HoH PEoPLE cAN'T woRK,
oR CAN'T 4ET A JoB,

SoME cAN - AND QUITE A FEW po, IN FACT-
BUT of TENTIMES, PEAF/HoH PEoPLE HAVE oTHER THINGS
THAT MAKE IT MmoRE PIFFICULT,
LIKE ANXIETY oR PEPRESSION; PEAF/HoH TEND To HAVE
AN HILHER cHANCE FoR THESE.

BUT, A LoT of PEoPLE THINK
"YoY poN'T WoRK, Yoy poN'T EAT,"
WHICH KIND of THRows PEoPLE LIKE Us (PISABLED PEOPLE)
UNDER THE BUs.



I'VE SEEN IT FAR Too of TEN IN THINGS THAT
HAVE soMg SoRT of ANALo4UE To
PISABILITY;

THEY THINK, As A cHARACTER ofR WHATNoT,
"I'M NoT WoRTH ANYTHING IF I cAN'T woRK,"
"T HAVE To sHow I cAN wogRK,"
"JUST BEcAUSE I'm PISABLED DogSN'T MEAN T
cAN'T woRK,"

AND IT HoNESTLY KIND of KILLS My ENJOoyMENT
of THAT THING, BECAUSE
WHY IS yoUR wWoRTH BEIN& TIED To woRKING oR
NOT?

EVEN ABLE-BoDIEP PEOPLE'S VALUE AND WoRTH
SHOULPN'T BE TIED To woRK,
BUT IT's mUcH woRsSg FoR PISABLED PEOPLE.

IF YoURE 40INgs To WRITE A sToRy WITH AN
ANALotUE To A DISABLED PERSON,
I PLEASE AsK THAT Yoy NoT po THIs.

PLEASE.



WHY sToP AT MUTE?

ON THAT NoTE;

IT7T's INTERESTING AND NEcpSSARY To NoTE
THAT mosT (NEARLY ALL, IN FACT)
cHARACTERS
THAT Yoy SEg THAT KNow "SI4AN LANAYALE"
LEAVE IT AT MUTENESS.

HEARING PEOPLE cAN LEARN SI&N LANALUAGLE,
AND so cAN MUTE PEoPLE! THAT's 4REAT!

BUT L HAVE NEVER, EVER, SEEN IT CONSIDERED,
oUT SIDE of My FRIENDS,
THAT “Hey, IF THEY cAN sl4N, wHY NoT HAVE
THEM BE PEAF?"

THERE ARE so MmANY HEApDcANoNs AND
cHARACTERS ofF comics ANDp sHows ANp ALL of
THAT soRT of THING WHo ARE MUTE, BUT KNow
SI&N LANGUALE, AND THEY LEAVE IT THERE;

IT'S ACTYALLY KIND of 40T TEN FRUSTRATING
BECAUSE Now WHEN I Sff "sl&N LANGUALE"
I'M 4OINL To Lo "oF coURSE IT'S JUST ANOTHER
MUTE cHARACTER, NoT REALLY A DEAF
cHARACTER".

IT7's HoNESTLY KIND oF DISHEARTENING To SEE
MmoST PEoPLE *NOT* 4o THE EXTRA STEP
of JUST MAKING THEIR cHARACTER DEAF.

LIKE, SURE, IT cAN BE HARDER, BUT IT cAN ALso
MAKE THINGS MORE INTERESTING.

IT woulLp BE NIc To SEE MoRE DEAF
cHARACTERS.



PETS ApJysT!

My cAT, SHApow (AT THE TIME of WRITING
THIS), Is KIND of A WEIRD cAT.

HE WASN'T USgp To A DEAF PERSoON BEFORE HE
MET ME; BUT HE ADJUSTED QUIcKLY.

How? WELL, FIRST ofF ALL, HE USED To mgow A
LoT BEFoRE APPARENTLY (BEFoRE WE REHOMED
Him), BUT Now HE BARELY MEows.

How po I KNow?



I KNow BEcAUSE HE WAITS UNTIL HE KNows I cAN SEE
Him To MmEow AT ME, AND MYy
FAMILY ALWAYS Asks Mg
"WHAT THE HEcK, WHY Is HE MmEoWINA! HE POESN'T
MmEow!!!®

HE ALso HAs THIs RATHER cURloys HABIT of
HAVING MADE His "HEY I WANT SoMETHING" mUcH
MoRE oBvioys THAN MmfEows;

FoR INSTANCE, IF HE WANT S AT TENTIoN, HE DOESN'T
JUST HEAPBUT T ME, SINCE I'm USYALLY SITTING AT
A DESK.

No, HE PIcKEp UP THIs opp HABIT of MANALING To
PoKE ME IN sucH A wAy THAT I THINK IT's ANoTHER
LESITIMATE PERSON (SUcH As my moTHER) TRyINS
To 4T MY ATTENTIoN; His PAwW PoKING ME FEELS

EXAcTLY LKE A HAND PAT TING oR PoKING ME.

IT's PRETTY PISORINETING To LooK UP AND NoT SEE
A PERSON, BUT To LooK powN AND SEE IT'S JUST Him
WANTING His Foop oR oUT of THE Room!

HE HAs ALso PICKED UP oN My FAIRLY UNIQUE "cAT"
SoUNDS (As THEY'RE PUBBED) AND UNDERSTANDS WHAT
I WANT FRom THEM Too.

HE UNDERSTANDS THIS oNf PARTICULAR Nolsg I MAKE
THAT MEANS "comg HERE, CO'N\E HERE". IT's PRET TY
CUTE!



THE POSTIVITE




My FRIENDS, THANKFULLY, HAVE BEEN
RATHER UNDERSTANDINS!

so HAs my FAMILY!

-My moTHER HAS BEEN BET TER
ABoUT THINGS As I 4oT olLDEgR;
WHEN I WAS YoUNAER, SHE PIDN'T

INCLUDE ME VERY MUCH,
BUT SHE'S BEEN TRYIN4& A LoT HARDER.

-My Bl& SISTER Is MUcH MoRE UNDERSTANDING
Now THAT sHe HAs A Kip,
AND NEITHER SHE NoR MYy moTHER MIND
ME AsKING WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABoyT

-IN My FRIENDS' STREAMS, THEY TEND To
TELL mg WHAT muslic oR sUcH Is PLAYING
IF PEoPLE ARE TALKING ABoUT IT A LoT.
I7's QUITE sWEgT AND MAKES mg HAPPY.

-RECENTLY THESE PAYS, PEoPLE HAVE
BEEN MmoRE THoULHTFUL ABoUT INCLUDING
ME WHILE THEY'RE cHAT TING oN volcpcHAT

BY TYPINg& To Mg AND sUcH.

-My 4RANDMOTHER AND AUNT RoBIN
TolLp Mg QUITE A BIT; THAT
UNFORTUNATELY
PEOPLE TEND To THINK I'm "sLow" BEcAYsg L
cAN'T HEAR

(L sSPAcE ouyT A LoT ANp LooK ARounp)

BUT THEY TELL ofF THEM AND THINK THEY'RE
RUPE AS A RESULT, BLESS THEM



My FRIENDS ALso HAVE BEEN
RATHER 4oop LISTENING To ME
AND ENCoURALING ME To
TRY AND HELP THEM LEARN/KNow BET TER

THEY'VE BEEN VERY OPEN To LISTENING To ME
AND THE SoMEWHAT "UNIQUE" PROBLEMS I
SOMETIMES FACE

Somg HAVE EVEN ASKED ME FoR ApvIcE/IDEAS
oN How To po PEAF cHARACTERS, oR To woRK
WITH ME,

oR To TELL ME ABoUT SoMgTHING THAT

REMINDED THEM oFf Mg BUT WAs PEAF/HoH oR

Mmusic, oR JYST To THINK of MmE IN 4ENERAL
WHEN IT comgs To PEAF/HoH THINGS.

IN sHoRT, I APPRECIATE EVERY SINAGLE ONE
of MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY

FOoR coNTINYING To BE SUPPORTIVE



AND FINALLY, A FUN LIL LIST
of THINGS THAT'RE KINDA "pEAF" THAT I po,

IF You WANT IpDEAS of How To
INCORPORATE somg THINGS LIKE THAT oR sucH

*| ook ARounp A LoT
*AsK WHAT'S 4oiNg oN A LoT
*MAKE FACIAL EXPRESSIONS WHEN SIANING
*ANIMATEPLY SI6N
*CoMETIMES HIT YoURSELF WHEN SI4NING, ooPs
*VERY TEXTURE-BASED (IT'S 400p To ToUcH THINGS)

*\/ERY LIKELY To NoTIcg VISUAL THINGS oR PAT TERNS
BEFORE oTHER PEOPLE

*CAN FEEL VIBRATIoNs EASIER THAN HEARING PEOPLE

*Too MYcH RELIANCE oN FACIAL EXPRESSIONS; cAN of TEN
MISREAD, ooPs

*CLEARLY NoT "PAYING AT TENTION" To coNVERSATIONS
BECAUSE... YEAH... cAN'T HEAR....

THAT's ALL FolKs

| HoPE yoU ENJoYED READING AND HAVE A Nicg
(INSERT TIME)!





